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Abstract

This paper surveyed parental sensitivity and their knowledge towards a child sexual
harassment. The assumption is that if parents are sensitive towards a child sexual harassment,
they will take preventive actions such as educating their child on sexual prevention education.
The study utilized a survey research method using a set of questionnaire that had been
developed based on the research carried out by Mohan, etal (2015) and Mlekwa, et.al.
(2016). This study involved 120 parents who has a child at the age of one until 17 years old.
The data gathered then analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version
22.0, involving description statistics. Result shows that the parents’ knowledge and attitudes
regarding child sexual harassment is high. This means that they are quite knowledgeable

towards their child safety.
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1. Introduction

Child sexual harassment occurs all over the world. It is a
serious social problem that should be taken seriously by all
parties as it affects the physical and mental health of the
victim. The increase in crime rates has made parents more
concerned about ensuring the safety of their children. The
questions raised by the parents against the precautionary
measures taken by the government to ensure the punishment
to the offender are in line with the traumatic effects the
family will face, especially the victim himself in his future
life. According to NCCAN (1978) in Wurtele (2008), child
sexual abuse is defined as the touch or interaction between
children and an adult with the child being used as a sexual
stimulus to the perpetrator or other person. As a result, the
government took steps to amend the Child Act 2001 (AKK
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2001) in 2016. This effort was carried out at the urging of
R.AGE, a group of young journalists, who took the risk of
studying in more detail about Child Sexual Grooming in
2016 The 2001 AKK amendment shows that the Malaysian
government is increasingly committed to ensuring that child
protection and protection is enhanced. The dissemination of
information on child sexual abuse is crucial to ensuring that
the percentage of crime that minimizes children is
minimized. This is in line with Tutty's (1993) statement that,
as more parents become aware of child sexual abuse, the
more they can identify their children's level of awareness of
child sexual abuse prevention education. Briggs (1988), on
the other hand, states that only one parent talks with their
children about contact with the confidential and reports it to
trusted adults. However, these discussions often involve
discussions with girls rather than boys (Chen & Chen, 2005).
Furthermore, in a Deblinger study, Thakkar-Kolar, Berry &
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Shroeder (2010) stated that most parents (93%) talked about
predators who are strangers to people rather than people they
know, such as adults who are known by victims. (64.5%),
parents (26.3%) and siblings (24.6%). This study is
supported by the results of Wurtele, Kvarternick & Franklin
(1992), Briggs (1998), Chen & Chen (2005) and Chen,
Dunne & Han (2007) where over 95% of parents discuss the
dangers of strangers.

2. Sexual Harassment: Concerns

Parenthood

Revolving

Section 2 of the Children Act 2001 defines children as
individuals under the age of 18 and at this age is the age at
which parents feel that education is very important in
determining the child's future pattern. Therefore, it is not
surprising that children under the age of 18 are more likely to
explore their surroundings and find answers in every aspect
that arouses their curiosity. The attitudes of children in this
phase who want to satisfy their curiosity expose them to the
dangers that no parent can imagine such as being a victim of
paedophilia or child sexual abuse. Therefore, sex education is
seen as important for teachers and parents to teach to minors.
This is because, children are often misunderstood by the
meanings shown by adults towards themselves and this will
makes them vulnerable victims (Nur Saadah & Siti Aishah,
2017).

Issues of child sexual abuse around the world seem
to be endless. Study by study was conducted to identify the
causes and several strategies were put in place to prevent this
from happening. Tan and Yan (2004) stated that mothers
were seen as more likely to attend child sexual abuse
prevention seminars, which learned about child sexual abuse
and believed that child sexual abuse led to physical injury.
This shows that fathers are always taking steps to ensure the
safety of their children. Simply giving a work reason is a
way to avoid attending a seminar or campaign. However,
government-run information or campaigns are no longer
confined to physical campaigns that are held at certain places
and times, in fact, campaigns and information on sexual
abuse crimes can now also be run virtually. As such, there is
no reason for parents to refrain from paying attention to
issues surrounding their children. Only a few parents are
taking steps to discuss sex education with their children. The
study of Chen, et.al (2007) noted that some parents, of whom
only 50% -70% spoke about the sensitive, touching, rejecting
and telling of trusted adults. This will make it harder for the
government to reduce the rate of child sexual abuse crimes.
When parents rarely talk or teach their children about good
and bad touch, children are more likely to be confused by the
touch that an adult makes on them as they thought that the
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touch that they are experienced is a touch of love by an adult
to them.

Besides that, society considers the role of teaching
sex education supposedly to be mother’s responsibility.
Briggs (1988) stated that, parents who have children between
the ages of three and 12 years old considered the role of
educating or discussing on childhood sexual abuse was a
mother's responsibility. This is because mothers are people
who are known for their motherly instincts who always want
the best for their child, especially in terms of the safety of
their children. However, the role of educating child regarding
the sexual harassment should be taken by both parents.
Attending seminars or campaigns related to child sexual
abuse is one of the steps parents can take to have a better
education on information on child sexual abuse issues.
However, there are some parents consider their children too
young to understand sex education. In the study of
Deblinger, et.al (2010), parents provide reasons for not
discussing child sexual abuse prevention education: children
are too young to understand, and do not know how to just to
explain. This parental coercion will disrupt the education of
child sexual abuse prevention education.

However, it is quite shocked when some parents
point out that teaching sex education to their child is
unnecessary considering that child sexual abuse cases are
isolated crimes. In Chen's study, et.al (2007) showed that
7.5% of parents considered child sexual abuse prevention
education unnecessary as this problem is rare. Parental
perception that child sexual abuse cases are isolated due to
child sexual abuse cases not reported by parents, and the
media that could be due to shyness, refusal to report or lack
of knowledge of protection (BH Online, 2019).

Despite the campaigns being broadcast on many
billboards along the road, television, newspapers, and radio,
the case is seen as endless as the percentage of crime cases is
increasing. Statistics show that 22,234 cases of child sexual
abuse were recorded from 2010 to May 2017, with an
average of 3,176 cases per year (Royal Malaysian Police,
2017). The total represents four categories of sexual abuse
that registered a total of 13,272 cases of rape, followed by
6,014 cases of rape, 1,796 cases of misconduct and 1,152
cases of illegal sex offenses. This makes parents take
precautions to ensure the safety of their children. However,
can the safety of their children be respected in the wake of
pedophilia cases that are increasingly gaining public
attention today?

Parental education is very important in ensuring that
children know the boundaries of their relationships even with
their close relatives (Shahrom Abu, 2019). The study also
showed that one in four girls and one in six boys had been
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victims of sexual abuse before the age of 18 (Astro Awani,
2019). This situation is particularly alarming when a study
by the Public Health Institute in 2018 conducted on students
at 212 schools recorded 31.9% of students had sexual
experience before the age of 14. And of those, on average,
10% to 40% of unmarried girls in the age group between 13
and 19 years of age have unwanted pregnancies.

3. Research Purpose and Objectives

This study aimed to identify the sensitivity and awareness of
parents towards their children for sexual harassment.
Specifically, this study identifies the levels of parental
knowledge of child sexual abuse, and their preventive actions
of child sexual harassment.

4. Methodology

This study used a quantitative survey research method
design. It utilized a random sampling method with 120
parents involving children under the age of 18 and below.
The instruments used in this study were the 2-point Likert
scale questionnaire for measuring parental knowledge and
the 5-point Likert scale to examining their preventive
actions. The study consisted of 31 items divided into four
main constructs, namely 1 item for demographics, parental
knowledge of child sexual abuse issues (10 items), parental
attitudes toward child sexual abuse issues (10 items) and
practices parents to children (10 items). The instruments in
this study were developed from the questionnaire used in the
study of Mohan, Kochuthresiamma & Joice (2015) and
instrument by Mlekwa et. al (2016).

5. Findings and Discussion

The study involved 120 parents that own children under the
age of 17 and gender composition records 60 mothers and 60
fathers.

Table 1. Parents’ knowledge level
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child is sexually abused. (94.2%) (5.8%)
Woman normally will not do sexual 114 6
harassment on children. (95 %) 5%)
Boys normally will not be targeted to 101 19

be sexually abused. (84.2%) (15.8%)

The doers normally will spent an

expensive gift or an amount of money (9312%/) © éo/)
on child without clear reasons. 70 70
Child who had been sexually abused 120 0
will detained by the doer from exposing (100%) (0%)
the sexual harassment. 0 0
In most cases, the doer of the child 120 0
sexual abused is man. (100%) (0%)
Total 9228 4.92%

According to Table 1, all (100%) parents know that children
who are victims of sexual abuse will be prevented from
reporting to the person they believe the acts of the predator
against the victim and that the perpetrator of the crime is
male. Almost all (99.2%) parents knew of predatory tactics
to get victims' attention by buying them expensive gifts or
money for no apparent reason. In addition, a total of 114
(95%) parents acknowledged that child sexual abuse crimes
occur worldwide, and that perpetrators of these crimes are
the most well-known victims, as well as predators looking
for victims in their teenage years and believe that women
will not commit sexual abuse of children. 94.2% of parents
believed that there would be no clear evidence of a victim's
physical condition if they were the victim of child sexual
abuse and that the predator would repeat the same offense
against the victim (93.3%). However, the number of parents
who believe that boys are not the target of predators is
84.2%.

Table 2. Levels of Parental Prevention of Child Sexual

Items True False
N (%) N (%)
Child sexual harassment occurs around (519240 6
of the world. %) (5%)
Children has high risk to be abused by 114 6
(95.0
someone they know. %) (5%)
The doer of the child sexual harassment 112 8
ha_s high possibilities to repeated the (903.3 (6.7%)
crime. %)
Child sexual harassment always happen 114 6
to the adolescent. (95 %) (5%)
There is no clear sign or proof when a 113 7

Abuse
Item Never Rarel Sometim Often Alway
n (%) y es n (%) S
n (%) n (%) n (%)
| told my
. 3 3 15
kids to not 3 96
follow ~ (&5% (@5% 550 (25 gngy
) ) %)
strangers.
| told my
kids to not 3 3 80 34
accept any 0 (2.5% (2.5%) (66.6 (28.3
gift from ) %) %)
strangers.
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| told my report ) %)
kids to not their
follow everyday
N T R R
hihe § % (25%) ((%)' ((%)'  told my
stranger ids
;gi:;for :ﬁgamhng 1 2 4 69 44
direction. support (0.8%  (1.6% (3.3%) (57.5 (36.6
) ) %) %)

s Potine

ids otline
regarding 3 77 17 number.
the bad 0 0 64.2 14.2
touch on (2.5%) §/0) §/0) Total 8/'041 &/'064 2.4% 53.9% 3/2'98
the private
part. Result shows that 80% of parents teach their children not to
I .tOId my go after others, even if the individual is known by their child,
lr(engrding 1 71 46 except with the consent of their parents. This finding is in
the private 0 (0.8% 2 (59.2 (38.3 line with the findings of Chen & (_Zhen (_2005) who reported
part of ) (1.6%) %) %) that 95.3% of parents discussed with their child for parental
their consent before following someone even if the individual was
body. known to the victim. 66.6% of parents have also discussed
| teach my with their child not to go with an individual to ask for
kids to say directions or nearby stores, as well as refusing to accept gifts
“NO” from strangers and reporting to parents if a safety rule is
when 2 2 4 38 74 violated by someone. 65% of parents provide audio visual
someone  (1.6% (1.6% (3.3%) (316 (61.6 aids for the prevention of child sexual abuse to keep children
asktosee ) ) ' %) %) clear of the rules being discussed. 74 (61.6%) and 31.6%
th?" parents frequently and repeatedly taught their children to say
private "NO" in the event of individuals wanting to touch or see their
??gid my privacy. The results of this study are in line with the
kids to Deblinger, Thakkar-Kolar, Berry & Shroeder (2010) study
report to where 93% of children were taught to tell their parents what
me if was happening outside the home and 74.1% were taught to
someone 30 3 80 34 say no to strangers. However, this finding is not in line with
try to 0 (2.5% (2.5%) (§6'6 (28.3) Chen & Chen's (2005) study which found that only less than
touch ) %) 50% of parents talk to their children about touch, reject, and
their tell trusted adults. The practice of prevention of sexual abuse
private is very important to children starting at a young age so that
part. they can be regular in their day-to-day life and respect the
| teach my boundaries of the practice as suggested by Dr. Faridah,
k'd.s about Director of Family Health Development Division, Ministry
zgitlaiy by of Health, in an interview with Astro Awani dated April 23,
doing 2019, said that parental education is very important in
some 20 3 78 37 ensuring that children know the boundaries of their
action for  ° (1.6% (5 50 (65%) 5/30-8 relationships even with their close relatives (Shahrom Abu,
them to ) 0) 2019).
have clear
V?sigﬁgs 6. Conclussion & Recommendation
the
situation. Parents' knowledge of the issue of child sexual abuse is very
| told my 2 3 78 37 importan_t in preventing child sexual_ab_use Crim_es. Based on
kids to 0 (1.6% (2.5%) (65%) (308 the findings of the above study, it is very important to
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educate parents on child sexual abuse in terms of the types,
factors, effects and symptoms that lead to child sexual abuse.
The focus on disseminating information on child sexual
abuse should be emphasized by utilizing all types of mass
media such as print and electronic media. Government and
non-government bodies need to intensify efforts by
launching a campaign to raise parental awareness of child
sexual abuse by targeting parents of all ages and socio-
economic backgrounds.
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